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A lying tongue doth the Lord hate. Prov. 6:16, 17.
Be ye kind one to another. Eph. 4:32.

Confess your faults. James 5:16.

Do not steal. Mark 10:19.

Even a child is known by his doings. Prov. 20:11.
Fear God and keep his commandments. Eccl. 12:13.
God created the heaven and the earth. Gen. 1:1.
Honor thy father and thy mother. Eph. 6:2.

Incline my heart unto thy testimonies. Psa. 119:36.

Jesus said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not,
etc. Mark 10:14.

Keep thy tongue from evil. Psa. 34:13.

Learn to do well. Isa. 1:17.

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord. Psa. 145:21.
Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord. Rom. 12:11.
Obey your parents in all things. Col. 3:20.

Pray without ceasing. 1 Thess. 5:17.

Quench not the Spirit. 1 Thess. 5:19.

Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. Exod. 20.
Speak not evil one of another. James 4:11.

Thou God seest me. Gen. 16:13.

Unite my heart to fear thy name. Psa. 86:11.

Vain is the help of man. Psa. 60:11.

Wisdom's ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.
Prov. 3:17.

EXcept ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not
enter into the kingdom of heaven. Matt. 18:3.

Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuaries. Lev. 19:30.
Be Zealous, therefore, and repent. Rev. 3:19.

And let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord.
Psa. 150:6.




CHAPTER I. ABOUT GOD.

MY DEAR CHILD ---Can you tell who made you? Who gave you your
little hands and feet, and your bright eyes and soft hair?

Was it your dear papa, or mamma? No. They could not make your
little body, or put the breath in your mouth.

God made you, and gave you to your dear parents; and God has kept
you alive every day since he first made you.

Can you see God? No, you cannot see him; but he can see you all the
time.

Can you see the air, or the wind? No. But it is all around you. So you
cannot see God; but God is all around you--he is everywhere. He can
see every body, no matter where they are. He can see in the dark as
well as in the light. He takes care of every thing in the world. When we
are asleep and cannot take care of ourselves, then God watches us
and keeps us safe.

God is very good and kind. He gave you a dear papa and mamma, and
your good home, and warm clothes, and food to eat. He is good to
every one else, as well as to you. He loves all little children, and gives
them every good thing they have.

And because he has made them, and is so kind to them, he wants they
should love him.

Now try and remember how many things you have which God has
given you, because he loves you so much.

Count them all over. Perhaps by to-morrow you can think of more
things than you do to-day.

When you lie down on your little bed to-night, will you say this
PRAYER.

O God, I thank thee for taking care of me all this day, and giving me
so many good things. I pray thee to take care of me this night, and
keep me safe from all harm. Amen.

Now I lay me down to sleep,
I pray the Lord my soul to keep;
If I should die before I wake,
I pray the Lord my soul to take.



CHAPTER II. ABOUT CREATION.

M Y DEAR C HILD --Look up at the bright sun. How it shines! How high
up it is!

Who put the sun up so high, and who holds it up there? God does. He
made it, and he made the beautiful moon, and the pretty stars, and
the blue sky. God made the world, and all that is in it. He made all the
trees, and the water, and the hills, and the green grass.

There was a time when there was no world--when God had not yet
made it. But God was alive then. He has always been alive; and when
he thought it best, he made the world, and the bright sun, and every
thing that we can see. Then he made the people who live in the world,
and all the animals, and every little bird.

What did he make all these people for?

So that he could have them to love him, and so that he could make
them happy. He made all the creatures to be happy. The little lambs
that skip about in the fields, and the pretty birds that sing in the trees,
they are all happy, because God loves them and takes care of them.
God wishes little children to be happy; he does not like to have them
fret and cry.

How many things can you see that God has made? Which of them all
do you love best? Which do you think is the prettiest?

Must not God be very great and very good to have made all these
things? When you lie down to-night, will you not say this

PRAYER.

O God, I thank thee for giving me so many things to make me happy.
I pray thee to make me a good child, and make me gentle and
pleasant all the day. Amen.

The gentle child that loves to please,

Who does not quarrel, fret, or tease,

And will not speak one angry word,

Does what is pleasing to the Lord.

Now I awake and see the light,

'Tis is God who kept me through the night;
To him I'll lift my heart, and pray

That he would keep me through the day:
If I should die before 't is gone,

O God, accept me through thy Son.



CHAPTER III. ABOUT YOURSELF.

M Y DEAR C HILD --I wish to tell you some things about yourself. Do
you remember who made you? God. Yes, God made you, and put you
in this beautiful world to live. God made your body and your soul.

Do you know what your body is?

It is your head and neck, and your hands and arms and feet. It is all of
you that you can see and touch. Your eyes that look at your dear
mother, and your ears which listen to her voice, these are part of your
body. Your little tongue which talks so fast is part of your body too.

Would you not be sorry to lose any part of your body? If you had no
feet, how could you walk and run and play? If you had no hands, what
could you do? Was not God good to give you such a nice little body, so
that you might be happy?

But I want to tell you of something else which God has made for you.
When you think about God, what part of you is it that thinks? Is it your
hands, or your feet? Can you think with them? No.

It is your soul which thinks. When you love your dear mother and
father, what is it that loves them? Is it your head, or your eyes, or
your ears? No. You cannot love with these. You love with your soul.
Your soul is inside of you. You cannot see it, but you can think with it,
and love with it, and understand with it. God made your soul and put it
in you, so that you could love him.

God has not given every thing a soul. Your little dog has no soul,
neither has the cat, nor the horse. None of these creatures have souls.
But all people have souls: that is, men and women and children--they
all have souls. God made their souls, and their bodies. Are you not
glad that God gave you a soul as well as a body?



PRAYER.

O God, I thank thee for my life, and that I have both a body and a
soul. Make my soul good. May I love thee, and all things which are
good; and make me fear to do wrong. Please to keep my body well,
and free from harm; and may I serve thee with both my soul and
body. Amen.

Though a little child I be,

Still my Maker cares for me,

Gives me life and friends and food,
Gives me all I have that's good.

I need not fear,

For God is near,

Through the dark night,

As in the light;

And while I sleep,

Safe watch doth keep:

Why should I fear,

When God is near?

Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear me:
Bless thy little lamb to night;
Through the darkness be thou near me,
Watch my sleep till morning light.
Let my sins be all forgiven,

Bless the friends I love so well;
Take me when I die to heaven,
Happy there with thee to dwell.



CHAPTER 1IV. THE BIBLE.

M Y DEAR C HILD --Can you see God? No; you cannot see him. No one
in this world can see him, though he can see us all the time. He looks
at us, and sees all we do; he hears all we say, and he knows every
thing which we think about or wish, even if we do not tell it to any
body.

Do you not wish to please God, who is so good and kind to you? Yes, I
hope you do.

But how do we know just what will please him? We never saw him to
ask him how we could please him, and how shall we know? I will tell
you.

He has given us a book in which is written down just what he wishes
us to do; and in it are written also what kind things he has done for
us, and what more he means to do. Must not this be a very precious
book?

What is its name? It is the Bible. The Bible is God's book; it is the book
which he has given us to teach us what will please him. It is the most
interesting book in the whole world. It is worth more than all the rest
of the books in the world put together. When you learn how to read,
will you not love to read it? God did not make it for grown up people
only, it was made for children too. A great many things in it are about
little children. It is full of the most beautiful stories in the world,
stories for children.

Ask your mamma, when she is at leisure, to tell you one of the pretty
stories out of the Bible. The story of the little baby in the bulrushes, or
the story of the good man who was shut up in the lion's den.

Would you not like to hear the names of all the pretty stories that are
in the Bible? I cannot tell you the names of them all, because they are
so many; but I will give you a few now, and perhaps some more
another time.

The great rain-storm and flood. Gen. chap. 6,7,8.

The boy who was sold by his brothers. Gen. chap. 37.

The children who were eaten up by bears. 2 Kings, chap. 2.
The mother's little dead boy. 2 Kings, chap. 4.

The good man who was fed by ravens. 1 Kings, chapter 17.

The little Jewish servant-maid. 2 Kings, chap. 5.



The richest king in the world. 1 Kings, chap. 3 to 10.
The four captives. Daniel, chap. 2, 3.

The story of Samuel. 1 Sam. chap. 1, etc.

PRAYER.

O Lord, I thank thee for the Bible, that I may know how to please
thee. Help me to love it, and to obey it. Make me ready to be taught,
and quick to learn the precious things which are in it, and may they do
me good as long as I live. Amen.

Ere on my bed my limbs I lay,

O hear, great God, the words I say:
Preserve, I pray, my parents dear,

In health and strength for many a year.
And still, O Lord, to me impart

A gentle and a grateful heart;

That after my last sleep, I may

In heaven spend eternal day.



CHAPTER V. ABOUT SIN.

M Y DEAR C HILD ---Do you know what sin is? I will tell you. Sin is
disobeying God.

There are two ways in which people sin. One is by doing what is
wrong, and the other is by not doing what is right. Both of these are
sin. To obey, is to do as we are told. God has told us in the Bible what
we ought to do, and if we do not try to obey him, we cannot please
him.

You know there are a great many people in the world who do very
wicked things. You have heard of people who kill and steal and swear
and cheat. All these wicked actions are sin. God sees them all, and he
knows when these people sin; and he will punish them for it, for he
has said he would.

But is nothing sin except such very wicked acts as I have mentioned?

O yes. There are a great many kinds of sin. You know I told you that
sin meant doing wrong. Now stop and think a moment, and you can
tell some things which are wrong besides those I have mentioned.

Is it not wrong to tell lies, to quarrel, to get angry, to be cross and
unkind to your brothers and sisters? O yes; these are wrong, all these
are sin.

Then do not children sin as well as men? Yes; children sin, even little
children sin, and all children sin. There is not a day or hour in which
you do not do something that is wrong, or refuse to do what you know
to be right. Are you not sorry to think of this? O it is very sad, but it is
true.

People who sin, are sinners. Their children are sinners. All children who
will sit down for a few minutes and think about it, will feel that they
are sinners; they will remember naughty things which they have done,
and cross feelings which they have had in their hearts. And you know
that God can see what we think and feel, just as well as what we say
or do. And he knows when we feel wrong; and this is sin.



PRAYER.

My Father in heaven, I feel that I have done many things that are
wrong. I know that I am a sinner. O, be pleased, for Christ's sake, to
forgive me all that I have done wrong
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this day, and help me to try more and more to be good and please
thee. Amen.

Lord, teach a sinful child to pray,
And then accept my prayer,

For thou canst hear the words I say,
For thou art everywhere.

Teach me to do the thing that's right,
And when I sin, forgive;

And may it be my chief delight,

To serve thee while I live.

Whatever trouble I am in,

To thee for help I'll call;

But keep me more than all from sin,
For that's the worst of all.
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CHAPTER VI. ABOUT THE HEART.

M Y DEAR C HILD --I hope you have thought about what you read in
the last chapter. It was a very sad thing which I told you about. It
was, that you are a sinner; that all the people in the world are sinners.
They all do wrong. Yes; every day that you live you sin against God,
and he sees it and knows it, and remembers it.

Now, what is the reason that you and every one in the world sin? I will
tell you. It is because you and they have wicked hearts. Your heart is
not good. When every thing about you does not go just as you wish to
have it, your heart feels cross and angry and wicked right away.
Before you can have time to think, your heart begins to feel bad, to
feel wrong. And you have to try very hard before you can be pleasant
and gentle and kind again.

Now stop and think whether this is not so. If your mother tells you to
do something which you do not like to do, does not your wicked heart
begin to make you feel bad right away? If your little brothers or sisters
will not play as you wish them to, or if they take from you what you
want, does not your wicked heart feel angry, and make you speak and
act ill-natured to them? And do you not often feel discontented and
fretful and selfish, even when you do not say any thing about it?

All this is because your heart is not good. It is sinful; that is, it is
easier to do wrong than to do right. Every person's heart is sinful, and
God sees all the sin that is in our hearts.

Does God love us when we sin and do what is wrong and wicked?

No. But if we stop and think about it, and are truly sorry for what we
have done, and ask him in the name of Christ, he will forgive us. He
wants us to try and do right; and this is the only way to be happy. We
cannot be happy when we feel wicked.

PRAYER.

Father in heaven, bless my dear papa and mamma, and brothers and
sisters. Bless me, and make me a good child.

For Christ's sake forgive all that I have done naughty this day. Give
me a new heart to love and serve thee, and make me thine for ever.
Amen.



HYMN

Lord, I have passed another day,
And come to thank thee for thy care;
Forgive my faults in work or play,
And listen to my evening prayer.

Thy favor gives me daily bread,

And friends who all my wants supply;
And safely now I rest my head,
Preserved and guarded by thine eye.
Father above, in mercy take

A helpless child beneath thy care;
And condescend, for Jesus' sake,

To listen to my feeble prayer.

I am a sinful little child,

And have a wicked heart within;

Oh make me humble, meek, and mild,
And wash me clean from every sin.



CHAPTER VII. ABOUT ADAM.

M Y DEAR C HILD --God did not make all the people in the world at
once. He made one man at first, and then he made one woman. The
name of the man was Adam, and the woman's name was Eve. There
were no other people in the world when they were first made. God
made Adam perfectly good. He was not a sinner at first. He loved God,
and did right, and was happy, for he knew that God loved him. So was
Eve good and happy.

God put them in a beautiful garden to live, where all kinds of fruit
grew upon the trees for them to eat; and God let them take care of
this beautiful garden, so that they might have something to do, for
they would not have been happy if they had been idle.

But I am sorry to tell you that they did not remain good, as God first
made them.

God told them that they might eat the fruit which grew on all the trees
of the garden except one; and God told them not to touch that one, so
that he might try them, whether they would always obey him and love
him, and be happy.

But they disobeyed God. They took this fruit which God had forbidden
them to touch, and they both ate it. And then their hearts, which had
always been good before, became wicked, and they felt afraid of God,
and were very unhappy.

0O, was not this a very sad thing? God was displeased with them, and
would not let them live in that sweet garden any longer, but drove
them out of it. O how wretched they were. Their hearts were bad
because they had sinned against God, and they were full of sorrow and
trouble.

When they had some little children of their own, these children were
born with wicked hearts, just like their father and mother. They did not
have good hearts as Adam and Eve had when God first made them,
but the children had sinful hearts because their father and mother had
sinned against God, and their children were like them. Ever since that
time, all the children that have been born in the world, have had
wicked hearts, and it has always been easier to do wrong than to do
right.

But those who love God keep trying to do right; and God helps them,
and then they feel happy.



PRAYER.

Father in heaven, when I kneel down to pray, help me to feel what I
need. Thou art near to me, and canst see all my heart. Thou art very
good to me, a poor little helpless child. Take care of me, and all whom
I love, this night. For Christ's sake forgive me my sins, and make me a
true Christian, that I may live with thee for ever. Amen.

MORNING HYMN.

Now, before I run to play,

I must not forget to pray.

God has kept me through the night,
Woke me with the morning light.
Help me, Lord, to love thee more
Than I ever loved before;

In my work, and in my play,

Be thou with me through the day.



CHAPTER VIII. ABOUT DEATH.

M Y DEAR C HILD --I told you that when Adam and Eve had sinned
against God, by eating the fruit which he had forbidden them to eat,
God was angry with them, and drove them out of the garden of Eden.
But this was not all. When he made them, and put them in the garden,
and forbade them to eat that fruit, he told them that if they disobeyed
him, their bodies would become liable to death, so that they must
certainly die. Their breath would stop, and their souls would go out of
their bodies; and then their bodies would be cold and stiff, and unable
to move or speak or feel any more. They would be dead, and could
never again be alive on this earth.

Their souls would not die, but God told them that if they sinned, their
souls, or their hearts, would no longer be good, but would become
bad, and be inclined to do wicked things all the time that they lived.
And that when their bodies died, their souls, which would go out of
their bodies, should be sent away into a dreadful place of darkness,
wickedness, and misery, to live for ever far away from God and from
happiness; and that out of this bad place they should never come.

Was not this a dreadful punishment which God had threatened if they
did not obey him? And yet they sinned against him, and did just what
he had told them not to do.

And then they found the truth of what God said; for they began to
have wicked thoughts and feelings in their hearts, and to be very
miserable and unhappy, and full of cares and sorrows and sin. They
felt also, that there was a great change in their bodies as well as in
their souls, just as God had told them; for they felt weariness and
pain, and knew that after a time, perhaps in a very few years, they
must die, and their souls go to that awful place from which they could
never come out.

They knew too, that if their children were wicked, they would be sent
to the same dreadful place; for God had told them that all who sinned
should go there also. Then, when they thought of their children, and
knew that they would have wicked hearts, they were sure that they
would sin, and so they would all come to that fearful place together.
No wonder they were unhappy and miserable. But I will tell you more
in another chapter.



PRAYER.

O God, how dreadful a thing is sin! Make me to fear it more than all
other things. Help me to watch my heart every day, and to try in all
things to do right, that I may not grow more sinful as I grow older. Be
pleased, for Christ's sake, to forgive all my past sins, and help me to
obey and love thee as long as I live. Amen.

HYMN.

Now to God I still will pray,
"Take my wicked heart away;"
He from sin can make me free,
For the Saviour died for me.

O how happy, life to spend
With the Saviour for my friend.



CHAPTER IX. ABOUT SALVATION.

MY DEAR CHILD ---Have you thought about the sad truths of which I
told you in the last chapters?

You have read how God made Adam good and holy and happy, and
how the law of God, which could not be set aside, required that if
Adam disobeyed him, he should die, and his soul be shut up for ever in
a place of misery and woe. And that God had said that every one of
Adam's children, and his children's children, and so every one who
should ever be born in the world, should, if they sinned, be sent to
that dreadful place.

And you have read how Adam did sin against God, although he knew
these terrible things. And you have also read in a former chapter, that
Adam's children, and all the people in the world had wicked hearts,
and that they too have all sinned against God and deserve the same
punishment.

And more than this, my dear child, you and I are sinners, and deserve
the same punishment.

O, who can save us from this dreadful doom? How can God take us to
heaven when his law demands that all sinners should be sent far away
from heaven and never come into it? Is there any way that God can
save us, and yet not break his word?

Yes, my dear child, God has found out a way. O is not this good news?
No man, however wise, could ever have found out a way; but God
could, and he did, because he loves us, and does not wish us to be
sent away from him for ever.

Yes, he found out a way, and he told this way to Adam and Eve after
they had been so wicked as to sin against him. O is not God good,
very good, to be so willing to forgive sinners? He told them that he
would send his Son down from heaven into this world to die for them,
and to bear the punishment of their sins for them; and that if they
would believe in his promise, and love and obey his Son, they should
be forgiven for his Son's sake, who would die instead of them. Was not
this wonderful love, and a glorious plan to save sinners, who deserved
to be punished for ever?

And must not Adam and Eve have loved God, and his dear Son who
was going to die to save them, so that they might be forgiven and go
to heaven? And shall not you and I love this dear Saviour too?

He is called the Saviour, because he saves all who believe and trust
him. O, let us trust and love him, and give ourselves to him to be his
for ever, because he is so good, and has loved us so much as to die for
us.



PRAYER.

My Father in heaven, I thank thee for finding out a way to save sinners
from misery and woe. I thank thee for giving thy dear Son to die for
sinners, to die for me. O help me to love him with all my heart and
strength. May I try to live so as to please him; and when I have done
living on this earth, may I go to heaven to live with thee and with him
for ever. I ask it for the Saviour's sake, who died for me. Amen.



CHAPTER X. ABOUT THE SAVIOUR.

M Y DEAR C HILD --Do you not want to know more about this dear
Saviour the Son of God, who was willing to die for the sins of Adam;
and not for his only, but for your sins and mine, and for the sins of all
who trust in him? Do you not want to know more about him, that you
may love him more?

We read all about this Saviour in the Bible. It is there, too, that we
read all we know about Adam and Eve, and what God did for them,
and how he loved them so much that he planned this wonderful way
by which they could be forgiven and saved, even after they had sinned
against him. This is one reason why the Bible is called God's book,
because in it God has told us all things which we know about himself,
and what he has done for us.

The Saviour is called the Son of God. He was God himself, when he
lived in heaven; and made the worlds, and all things that are made.
He made Adam and Eve, and made the earth for them to dwell in.

It was a great many hundred years after Adam sinned, when God
came down into this world to save sinners.

It was after Adam had lived all the years of his life, and a great many
people had been born in the world, so that the earth was full of
people. Some of them were very wicked, and did not think about God,
or his promise to send the Saviour; and others were good, and
remembered his promise, and thought much about it, and prayed
every day that God's time might soon come to send the Saviour into
the world.

At length, when God knew that it was the best time, the Saviour did
come. The Saviour, who was God, became a man; so that he might
live here in the world as we live, and feel as we feel, and show us how
to act at all times; and then at last to die for our sins, just as he had
promised hundreds of years before. He was born a little babe; and
then he grew up until he became a man; and all his life he lived so as
to show us how God wanted to have us live.

He had no sin; his heart was perfectly good and holy, and every thing
he did while he lived, and every word he spoke, and every thing he
thought, was right and all good. O how different he was from us!

His name was Jesus Christ; and he was sometimes called the "Friend
of sinners," because he was so kind and good and patient to sinners
when he lived upon the earth.



CHILD'S EVENING HYMN.

'Tis time to go to bed,

And shut my weary eyes;

But first I'll thank, for daily bread,
My Father in the skies.

I fear that I this day

Have not obeyed my God;

Blest Saviour, pardon me, I pray,
And wash me in thy blood.

I now am very young,

But as I older grow,

I hope to praise thee with my tongue.
And more of thee to know.



CHAPTER XI. ABOUT JESUS CHRIST.

M Y DEAR C HILD --Ask mamma to tell you about Jesus Christ the
Saviour. She will tell you where he was born, and who was his mother,
and how he chose to be poor, and how he spent all his life in doing
good to others, instead of pleasing himself. How he made all the sick
people well who were brought to him; for he was able to, because he
was God, and could do all things. How he loved little children, and held
them in his arms, and blessed them; and how kind and gentle and
patient and loving he was towards every one, trying all the time to do
them good in some way or other. O it is pleasant even to hear about
the life of Jesus, and it is blessed to try and be like him. Should you
not think that every one would have loved him, and tried to serve him,
when he was so good to them?

O my dear child, if people had had good hearts, then indeed they
would all have loved the blessed Jesus. But you know I told you that
all people had bad hearts from the time that Adam sinned. Even the
best of people have some bad in their hearts, which they strive
against; and they pray every day for God to help them, and he does
help them to love him and do his will.

Some of the people who lived in the world at the time Christ lived in it,
were very wicked; and they did not love him, because he was so good,
and was not at all like themselves; so that the more good he did, the
more they hated him. They treated him ill all the time. They did not
want to listen to the things which he told them about God; but the
more he preached to them about these good things, the more wicked
they felt towards him. At length they grew so angry and cruel that
they killed him.

Yes, they put him to death, and he died! And that, you remember, was
just what he said he would come into this world to do. It was not for
his own sins that he died, for he had none; but he died, although he
was perfectly holy and good, so that God would count his death
instead of ours. For you know that God had told Adam, that the soul of
every one who sinned, should be condemned to die; that is, to be sent
away from God, into a place of darkness and woe for ever and ever.
And then, because God loved the people he had made, he promised to
send the Saviour Jesus Christ into the world, to suffer and to die
instead of sinners, so that God might forgive them, and save their
souls, and yet not break his word. This was the reason that God
allowed wicked men to put Christ to death. It was because, for the
sake of his sufferings and death, God could pardon sinners.

I think, when I read that sweet story of old,

When Jesus was here among men,

How he called little children as lambs to his fold,

I should like to have been with them then.

I wish that his hands had been placed on my head,



That his arm had been thrown around me;
That I might have seen his kind look when he said,
Let the little ones come unto me.

Yet still, to his footstool in prayer I may go,
And ask for a share in his love:

And if I thus earnestly seek him below,

I shall see him and hear him above,

In that beautiful place he has gone to prepare,
For all who are washed and forgiven;

And many dear children are gathering there,
"For of such is the kingdom of heaven."

CHAPTER XII. ABOUT THE CROSS.

M Y DEAR C HILD --I have told you that these wicked and cruel men
put Jesus Christ, who was the Saviour, to death! Yes. But God let
them, or they could not have done it; Christ himself let them, because
he was willing to die for sinners. He let them do every evil and cruel
thing which they wished to; he did not try to hinder them, but bore it
all meekly and patiently; and the last thing he did, when they were
putting him to death, was to pray for them!

O was not this wonderful love, that instead of being angry, he could
forgive and pray for those who were treating him so ill? You know I
told you he came to show us how to act; and we must think of him
when any one is doing wrong to us, or hurting us in any way.

These wicked men put him to death by nailing his hands and feet to a
cross made of wood, and leaving him to hang upon it until he died! O
it makes me weep to tell you such a cruel thing; and yet they did it.
Yes, and he let them, because he was going to die for the sins of man-
-for yours, my dear child, and mine, and for all who love him. O shall
we not always hate sin more, because we know that it was for this
that the blessed Saviour suffered so much?

When he was dead, his friends, the good people who loved him, and
who were so grieved and sorry for all the wicked men had done to



him, took down his body from the cross, and went and buried it; and
then waited to see what God would do next, for they knew that Jesus
would not always lie in the grave; he had told them so.

They did not have to wait long; for after three days, he rose from the
grave and came out, and came to them again, alive, and well. O how
happy they felt then. Then they knew he would never die any more;
for the great work was finished which he came on earth to do. He
arose from the dead, that is, he came to life again himself, because he
was God, and had power to do so.

He laid down his life; that is, he let those wicked men kill him because
he was willing to die for sinners; and he took his life again, and arose
from the dead, because he was the Son of God and had all power in
heaven and earth. Then he lived a short time longer in the world, and
told those who loved him, more about God, and how they might go to
heaven, because he had died for them; and told them to love one
another just as he had loved them; and that when they prayed to God,
they must ask for all they wanted in his name, for his sake, that is,
because he had died for them; and that for his sake God would hear
their prayers and give them all the good things which they needed.

Then he blessed them all, and they listened to his parting words. When
he had finished speaking to them, while they stood looking at him, he
rose in the air, and went up higher and higher, until he had gone up
into heaven out of their sight.

But why did God the Father let
His only Son be treated thus?

He sent his Son to pay our debt,
And suffer all this pain for us.
And now, what can I do for him
Who suffered all this pain for me?
Whene'er I feel, or hear of sin,

I'll think, O dearest Lord, of thee.



CHAPTER XIII. ABOUT GOOD THINGS.

M Y DEAR C HILD --Those good men who loved Jesus Christ, were sad
to part with him on earth; but they felt happy when they thought that
now he had gone back to heaven, and would always hear their prayers
and bless them, and take care of them; and that at last when they
came to die, he would comfort them, and afterwards take them up to
heaven, where he had gone, to live with him for ever.

Then they tried to remember all he had told them; and many of them
spent their lives going about and preaching, that is, telling sinners that
Jesus Christ had died for them, and would forgive their sins and make
them good, if they would trust in him; and that they must pray to him
to give them new hearts, and must love him and keep his
commandments.

The precious Bible will tell you many things about Christ, and about his
life and his death, which I have not told you. But when you hear or
read these things, you must pray to God to make your heart feel
them, so that you may become better by knowing them.

Whenever you do wrong, or think or feel wrong, you must remember
that it was for sin that the meek and holy Saviour suffered so much;
and you must ask God for Jesus' sake to forgive you the naughty thing
which you did.

You must remember that this same Jesus who loved little children
when he was upon earth, loves them still, now that he is in heaven,
and that he can always hear when you pray to him.

You must go alone a little while every day, and kneel down and shut
your eyes, and tell him all you want, and all that troubles you, and
confess all your sins to him. Ask him to forgive you, to grant you a
new heart, and to help you to love him more and more.



PRAYER.

O Lord, I come to thee, a little sinful child. I have done many things
which I ought not to have done. I have not remembered thee, and
loved thee all the day long; but my heart has often been full of
foolishness and sin. O, for the sake of the dear Saviour who died for
me, be pleased to
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forgive my sins. Help me to try and do right, and to be more afraid of
doing wrong. Make me more obedient to my parents, more patient and
gentle to my playmates, and more careful in all things not to sin
against thee. Give me a new heart, that I may be a Christian as long
as I live; and when I die, take me to thee in heaven to live for ever,
for the sake of Jesus Christ my Saviour. Amen.

Gentle Jesus, hear my prayer,
Make a little child thy care;
Early may I look to thee,

My Saviour and my guide to be.
Suffer not my feet to stray
From thy safe and happy way;
Thou hast lived and died for me,
Let me love and live to thee.


http://digital.lib.msu.edu/projects/ssb/display.cfm?TitleID=500&Format=jpg&PageNum=49%20

CHAPTER XIV. ABOUT PRAYER.

M Y DEAR C HILD --When the Saviour was on the earth, he taught
those who loved him and who listened to him, many things.

One of these things was about prayer. He told them the difference
between saying prayers and really praying in our hearts.

Many children say over their prayers every night when they go to bed,
and yet they never pray; that is, they say the words of the prayer
which they have been taught, but they do not think about what they
are saying, nor really want in their hearts that God should give them
the things they ask him for.

God is not pleased with saying over such prayers as these; he does
not wish us to say any thing we do not mean, nor to ask for what we
do not want.

When you kneel down to pray, you should think first about the great
God who sees you, and who is listening to hear what you are going to
say to him; and then you should ask him, as you would your papa, for
what you wish. He is your Father in heaven, and you are his little
child; and he loves you, and is ready and willing to do you good. Then
ask him to do for you what no one else could do for you. Ask him to
make you a Christian, to give you a new and tender heart, and to
bless you and your dear parents in all things.

You need not ask any one what you shall pray for; you may ask God
for just what you want, and he will hear you, and if it is good for you,
he will give you your request, for the sake of his dear Son Jesus
Christ, and because he has promised to.

The Saviour has taught us one prayer which we may pray. It is called
the Lord's Prayer.

Will you try to learn it, and ask your mamma to tell you what each
part of it means?



Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name:
Thy kingdom come;
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Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

I thank my God, who through the night
Has kept me till the morning's light;
Lord, on my knees I humbly pray

For grace and mercy through this day.
Keep me, O Lord, from every sin,

And every wicked thought within;
Under thy care my childhood take,

And hear my prayers, for Jesus' sake.
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CHAPTER XV. ABOUT THE COMMANDMENTS.

M Y DEAR C HILD --The things which God in the Bible has told us we
must do, are called his commandments. Commandments are the
things which we are told to obey.

There are many of these in the Bible; and that we may not forget
them or neglect them, we ought to read some in the blessed Bible
every day. This will help us to remember all through the day what will
please God; and when we are tempted to sin, it will help us to resist
the temptation, and to do right, for his commandments will be fresh in
our minds.

We should never read a sentence in the Bible without remembering
that it was written for our good, and to teach us how to do right.

If we cannot see at first how the verses we have read concern us, or
teach us any thing, then we must stop and think more about them,
and pray to God to show us what he meant we should learn by them,
or else our reading will not do our hearts good.

This simple rule will make God's word very precious to us, and in this
way a few verses will do us more good than it would to read all the
Bible through without caring to find out how it concerned us.

A number of God's chief commandments are put together in one place,
in the first part of the Bible. These are called the Ten Commandments.
In another part of this book, I will tell you these just as they are
written in the Bible; but in this place I will tell you a little verse which
contains the meaning of them all, and which was written by some
good person who loved little children and wished to help them to learn
what would please God.

Thou shalt have no more Gods but me;
Before no idol bow thy knee;

Take not the name of God in vain,

Nor dare the Sabbath-day profane.

Give both thy parents honor due;

Hate not, for that is murder too;

Be free from words and deeds unclean,
Nor steal, though thou art poor and mean;
. Make not a wilful lie, nor love it;

0 What is another's do not covet